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Dissertation. But years before the Dissertation was written the
existence of these contradictions, as shown by the controversies of
contemporary physics, had seemed to Kant a scandal to philo-
sophy, and was largely responsible for turning his thoughts into
speculative channels. Thus it is reasonable to suppose that in
course of time they came to have for him an importance which was
disproportionate to their relevance to the mature Critical system.
A further complication arose because of Kant's decision to com-
bine them with the conflict between free will and universal causal
necessity in the section of the Critique designed to refute the
pseudo-science of rational cosmology: and confusion is made worse
by his invention of a fourth antinomy which is nothing but an
inadequate version of his subsequent treatment of the Ideal of
Pure Reason which follows it.

In view of this it is simply not worth while to examine the
arguments of the theses and antitheses in detail in order to
determine whether they are actually valid or mere pretences of
demonstration. It is more profitable to omit them altogether and
to pass immediately to the second section, in which the general
difficulty is discussed and Kant's solution of it propounded.

2. The four antinomies with which as a whole we have now to
deal are as follows:

Mathematical .

Dynamical

Thesis

(a)  The world has a beginning
in time, and in respect of
space   is   enclosed   within
limits.

(b)   Every composite thing  in
the world consists of simple
parts   and   nothing   any-
where   exists   except   the
simple   or   that   which   is"
formed by composition of it.

(c)   Causality    in    accordance
with the laws of nature is
not the only causality from
which  the  phenomena   of ,
the world as a whole can
be derived.   I.t is necessary
further to accept a causality
by freedom as an explana-
tion of them.

(d)  There belongs to the world
either as part of it or as its
cause an absolutely neces-
sary being.

Antithesis

The world has no beginning, *
and no limits in space: it is
infinite in respect both of
space and time.
No composite thing in the
world   consists   of   simple
parts and there exists no-
thing simple anywhere in
the world.

There is no freedom, but
everything in the world
happens simply according
to laws of nature.

There exists nowhere an
absolutely necessary being
either in the world or out-
side, it as its cause.